
                         
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

OLD BARNEY 
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

N2OB 
     Webpage:  http://www.OBARC.org  E-Mail:   N2OB@arrl.net                        

ARRL AFFILIATED                               OCTOBER 2017 

 

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, October 3rd, 2017 at 7:30pm 

Ocean Acres Community Center   489 Nautilus Drive   Manahawkin, NJ 

President’s Corner  

Bob Schenck, N2OO 

 

It’s that time again! CHINESE AUCTION and WHITE ELEPHANT SALE! So, bring your “STUFF” to the next meeting! 

For those who are not familiar with how we do this every year, for the CHINESE AUCTION, MEMBERS or guests bring in 

their “STUFF” to donate to the club for the AUCTION. This is generally anything with “some” value that you are willing to 

donate for the auction. Your items will be placed on tables and we will place a bag in front of each item. We sell ticket 

sheets for $2 each. 3 for $5. Each sheet has multiple tickets, you will tear individual tickets off and place as many as you 

like in the bag or bags of items you would like a chance to win. Multiple similar/same items could be grouped together. As 

such, we will pull multiple tickets from that bag and give the winner’s choice of the items in that group. The more tickets 

in a particular bag, the better your chance of winning the item. There is also a “DOOR PRIZE” ticket on each sheet, and 

your “stub”. Each ticket sheet has one unique number on all of the tickets on the sheet. Please remember this. If you bring 

something and nobody takes it, you MUST take it back home with you.  

The “WHITE Elephant” sale (aka Flea Market) is for those who have something to sell. We don’t have any hard and fast 

rule on this. Just put your call, a price and a description on an index card (or similar) and put your item(s) on the stage. 

You make the deal directly with the buyer. We “ask” that you donate a portion of your proceeds to the club. I suggest that 

if you are looking for something of value (like an HF rig, etc.) that you plan on bringing appropriate cash or check with you 

to the meeting.  

HONOR TABLE: Small donated items that you don’t feel deserve to be in the Auction can be placed on the honor table. 

These items are available to everyone attending first come first served. There will be a donation jug on this table. On your 

HONOR, place a donation relative to what you take. 

There will be a door prize drawn at the end of the night (TBD). Doors will be opened early for setup around 6:30 PM. 

Refreshments will be served as well. 

73 

Bob Schenck, N2OO 

President and Field Day Chairman 

Old Barney Amateur Radio Club (N2OB) 

www.obarc.org 

GO OBARC! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OLD RADIOS 

Here's a web site of old shows from Jean Shepherd's talk show on WOR.  Maybe you have heard them, but many guys 

don't know who Jean Shepherd was.  Don't remember his call, but he was an old time ham and military radio operator. 

https://archive.org/details/JeanShepherd1965Pt1/1965_01_28_Army_Pass.mp3 

Numbers: 4, 22, 25 are some of them and if you search for:  Jean Shepherd you can find all kinds of ham stuff by Jean. 

73  Bob  AA2SE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 3rd Meeting is the Annual Chinese Auction 

Come support OBARC 

Decoy Show 

September 23-24 

Another good year for OBARC and the Decoy Show 

  

https://archive.org/details/JeanShepherd1965Pt1/1965_01_28_Army_Pass.mp3


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

UPCOMING ARRL CONTESTS  

October 2017 
7-8      EME - 50 to 1296 MHz 
16-20  School Club Roundup 
 

November 2017 
 4-5    EME - 50 to 1296 MHz 
 4-6    Nov. Sweepstakes – CW 
 18-20 Nov. Sweepstakes – Phone 
 

December 2017 
1-3     160 Meter 
9-10   10 Meter  
17      Rookie Roundup–CW 

 

 

Antenna Making Calculator 

Here is a cool antenna calculator that gives you the length for a dipole versus an inverted v. 

Of course, what's nice about an inverted v is that trimming the ends are much easier than with a dipole since they are 

relatively closer to the ground. So always make it longer first and always trim exact same amount from each end as you tune it. 

http://w3pie.org/antenna.htm 

VE REPORT 

 
 

NO CANDIDATES FOR SEPTEMBER 
 

73, URB W1UL 



 

 
 
 
 
 

New Jersey Cell  

 

 

 

 

OBARC Ragchew Net 

Thursday’s 8pm on N2OO Repeater 

146.835 PL 127.3 (-600 khz) 

 

 

Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club  

2017 HAMFEST and NJ ARRL Convention 

 

 
 
 

OBARC Members, 

If you know of any member who is not subscribed to the OBARC discussion list, please pass this link along to them. This 

will get them subscribed. Just fill in the appropriate info.  

Note: to post to the list, the email must originate from the same email account that you subscribe.  

http://mailman.qth.net/mailman/listinfo/obarc 



Big Doin's From the City to the Shore 
From the VP: Tim Tonnesen W2TET 

 
The MS City to Shore Ride 2017 took place over this past weekend (Sept. 23-24), and was a huge success. This is a 
premier fund-raising event for the Multiple Sclerosis Society. If I remember correctly, it is the 2nd largest MS Ride in the 
United States. With around 125 Ham Operators involved, I've heard this is the largest Ham Operated Event in the 
country -- and its right in our backyards! 
 
Over 6000 bicyclists participated this year, and 1000 volunteers helped to support them. Last year's race raised 
$6,000,000 for MS research, with each rider raising a minimum of $300. Just this one race, 6 million: That is HUGE! 
There are bike routes for all skill levels ranging from 25 miles up to 180 miles over the course of both days. This leaves a 
lot of ground to cover for the course support personnel, including the Route Communicators -- aka The Hams.  
 
If you've ever wanted to "Help All Mankind", this event is perfect for you. The Comms Team is crucial to the Ride's 
success and the safety of the Riders. In addition to keeping everyone on course, the Hams report injuries and break 
downs, traffic concerns, track the location of support vehicles; track the number of riders and bikes being shuffled from 
Rest Stop to Rest Stop to the Finish and much, much more. It is far from boring, to say the least.  
 
For everyone interested... 
If you've ever participated in a Directed Net, you're good to go for the MS Rides. If not, check out the N2OO repeater on 
Thursdays and you might catch Steve (KI4KWR) running an informal one. Or check out the Ocean County ARES Nets on 
Wednesday nights at 8:30pm on the 70cm WA2RES repeater (- 449.825 MHz, PL of 131.8). Get ready for next year NOW! 
(There's also the MS 150 Ride in Monmouth County each Spring. It's a much smaller event, ham-staffed primarily by 
Ocean County ARES operators. A good one to cut your teeth on.) 
 
Back to this year's ride... 
Amateur Operators staffed the Central Command post, and manned the Support and Gear Vehicles (SAG) and Staff 
Vehicles (tracked with APRS), as well as stationary posts along the routes and acted as Road Marshals at critical 
intersections. The event uses a handful of repeaters throughout the area for Directed Nets and back-ups. There is also a 
Simplex Frequency for line-of-sight communications between check points should all else fail.   
This is my second year as a Road Marshal and I had a blast looking after the riders at one of the trickier intersections on 
the route. I'm proud to report that on Saturday we only had one minor injury at my post, and we managed to get all the 
riders to turn right in the right place -- no small feat. No one got hurt Sunday -- which was amazing considering the 
nearly blind turn into traffic they had to take.  
In conclusion... 
Here's my take on volunteering: 
a) I don't have to have MS 
b) I don't have to get pledges and then ride a bike for countless miles in the summer heat 
 
All I have to do is operate a VHF/UHF radio for a couple days to help a) and try to keep b) safe and comfortable as 
possible. Not much to ask, eh? And the Riders show their appreciation all day long, shouting out their thanks to us as 
they fly by (and they're doing the hard stuff). These are some amazing people. 
If that's not enough to knock you off the fence: I'm pretty sure they have free coffee and donuts somewhere along the 

course. If not, there's definitely free food and drink for Ham Communicators at the Finish Lines.  :  ) 

Oh, I almost forgot to mention...If you operate both days and don't feel like doing all that driving, there are free rooms 

available in Ocean City for Event Staff. Boy, this just keeps getting better and better, don't it. 

See ya next year! 73 

Tim W2TET 

 



Ocean County ARES® News – October, 2017 

 

The next meeting of Ocean County ARES will be on October 18th at 7:00 PM, Ocean County EOC, Robert J. 

Miller Airpark, Berkeley Township. For those who ordered ARES shirts, I will have them ready for you to pick 

up at the meeting. Short sleeve are $10 and long sleeve are $15. 

I have shirts for the following operators: WB2ALJ, KC2ODQ, KC2UHG, N2RPQ, K2NGX, N3IE, N2QXB and 

KC2IJR. If you are not going to be at the meeting, please make arrangements to pick up your shirt. 

In my usual tradition, I tried to take vacation during hurricane season and sure enough, we had some 

excitement from at least one. Hurricane Jose (ho-ZAY) stayed several hundred miles off the coast of New 

Jersey, but caused some exciting flooding in some areas during high tides. Below is a picture I took of a 

Philadelphia news van making a report at the North Wildwood sea wall along JFK Blvd. The worst conditions 

were on Tuesday, September 19th at the 8:13 PM high tide when the sea wall was breached multiple times and 

hundreds of people showed up to view and film the event. Locals had stated that it was the worst flooding in 

that area in over 10 years. The entire beach was lost at the 3rd Street Pavilion, but municipal services were 

hard at work the next day replacing the beach, fencing, etc. 

 

North Wildwood Sea Wall, September 19, 2017                    by WX2NJ 

Meanwhile, Hurricane Maria (ma-REE-ah) was bearing down on Puerto Rico, which was literally destroyed on 

Wednesday, September 20th. All electricity is gone and most, if not all of cell communications is down for 

Puerto Rico. Amateur Radio communications will be playing an extensive vital role in getting and keeping this 

area safe for the residents driven from their homes into shelters. Remember, if you want to travel to Puerto 

Rico to help, you must be registered through the proper authorities. Do NOT attempt to deploy on your own. 

73 de WX2NJ 
Bob Murdock 
Ocean County Amateur Radio Emergency Service® EC 
 

 



 

W4DXCC Convention – September 22-23, 2017 

Pigeon Forge, TN 
 

 The 2017 W4DXCC Convention was held at the Mainstay Suites in the hills of Pigeon Forge, TN and again another 
great get together with many fellow DXers and Contesters. OBARC Members N2OO, NA2R and KI4KWR attended this 
year’s Convention and enjoyed the “Family Reunion” as many call it.  

Thursday we arrived for sightseeing and enjoying the famous Huck Finn’s Catfish for an All-You-Can Eat 
Catfish/Chicken Dinner. 

    
Friday was Ham Radio BOOT CAMP with many Presentations like building a 40m vertical and the popular JT-65 

and FT-8 digital modes.  Friday evening the group went to Calhoun’s BBQ for dinner…as we can see; John was hungry for 
a rack of ribs. 

   
 
Saturday was the Convention followed by the Banquet with Martin F. Jue (K5FLU) of MFJ Enterprises. What a wonderful 
presentation of the last 45 years of MFJ. Actually gave me a different look at the Company and learning they make over 
2000 items with almost all made in Starkville, MS. What really surprised everyone in attendance was Martin giving away 
a Hy-Gain BAND OPTOMIZED LOG PERIODIC ARRAY, COVERS 20-6M ($3,000 System).  But…the WINNER of the Yaesu 
FTDC-1200 HF/6m radio….N2OO. But as you can see I carried it home….  

   
 
Blue Lightning a replica 500w spark gap transmitter was there for everyone to see. Overall another great Convention held 
by the SouthEastern DX and Contesting Organization. See everyone September 21-22, 2018……. Steve KI4KWR 
 

       


